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Arkaroola & Lake
Eyre Trek
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TOUR ITINERARY
DAY 1
Destination

Adelaide  Wilpena Pound  Gum Creek Station

Meals included

Lunch, Dinner

Accommodation

N/A

We depart Adelaide and travel north, arriving at Jamestown for morning tea and a tour briefing at a local coffee shop.
We then continue to Wilpena Pound and our first walk starts at the visitor centre and follows the creek. The trail is quite a wide flat.
Much of the walk is cool in the shade of beautiful big gum trees and pines. It’s a lovely atmosphere and there is a pretty waterhole.
Before long we cross the creek and head up to a flat plateau area where we come across the Hill Homestead. There are information
boards here that detail its fascinating history which your guides will also discuss.
The lookout track continues on up the hill behind the homestead. This is where the track gets harder and steeper. The track is uneven
with lots of rocks and rock steps to climb over. After 300 metres or so we come to the first lookout platform. The views here are
spectacular!
From here we continue up to the next lookout spot. It’s a little bit further than the first and slightly harder. The view here is also
fantastic. After this lovely walk we hop back in the van and travel a little further to either Gum Creek Station or Rawnsley Park Station
for an overnight stay.
Walking Duration : Approx 8kms, 3.5 hours
Accommodation : Gum Creek Station Shearers rooms or Rawnsley Park Station holiday units or similar

DAY 2
Destination

Gum Creek Station  Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary

Meals included

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Accommodation

N/A

After breakfast, we depart Gum Creek Station and make our way further north to the start of the Mt Chambers Gorge Walk.
We arrive mid-morning and enjoy a short walk to an extensive Aboriginal petroglyph site here set amongst towering rock walls and a
spring fed river bed. The path is rocky slate and is quite skinny as it runs along the side of a rocky cliff. It levels out before long and
remains quite flat from there on.
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The terrain is sandy and rocky with lots of rock obstacles. You will start to see the engravings become more common as you move
along the trail. Before long we come out into a small natural amphitheater and see a wall full of engravings. It’s quite a spectacular
site and must have been a very important place for the local indigenous people.
Eventually the creek bed flattens out and we retrace our steps back. There is the option of walking along the creek of the main gorge
depending on time and group willingness. We find a nice spot in the shade to have lunch and then continue on. We finish the day in
the remote village of Arkaroola.
Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary is run by the Sprigg family as private wilderness retreat and an important conservation reserve. This
is a truly beautiful place with so much to offer avid bushwalkers.
Walking Distance : Approx 5kms, 2.5 hours
Accommodation: Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary

There is no mobile phone coverage here however you can purchase wifi for around $10 for your whole stay. There is a licenced bar
onsite.
DAY 3
Destination

Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary 

Meals included

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Accommodation

N/A

After breakfast and lunch making we head out of Arkaroola to the beginning of our days walk.
From the trailhead, the walk heads towards the creek. We follow the creek up the valley. It’s a mixture of sandy soil and the rocky
creek bed. Although the path is uneven its relatively flat. The trail crosses some water but its low enough so you can easily find some
rocks to get across and stay dry. There are some larger rocks and boulders to step over through this section and then we arrive at the
track junction.
Depending on the fitness and willingness of the group we may turn left and head along Balcanoona creek or right onto the Monarch
Mine trail. Regardless which route we take, both take us to Grindells Hut.
The Monarch mine trail feels very untrodden and the track is a bit rough as you clamber over rocks and what seems to be the path
leading alongside a rocky outcrop. The Weetootla Spring is here along the creek bed. The terrain is still flat though uneven with some
rocky slabs to step up and down. We continue along to a gentle ascent with switchbacks to ease the climb. After weaving our way up
you can see exactly where the track is leading and start to see some pretty awesome views of the surrounding ranges and the valley.
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It’s a narrow track and the sides of the mountain are steep but its surprisingly easy to walk these paths. You get a spectacular view of
the trail in the distance on the side of the mountain opposite.
Hiking along the mountain sides is a very unique experience. The views are truly endless. There are a few sections where you will
need to climb up and along larger rocks on the steep sides but in general this trail is pretty easy to walk on.
Eventually you spot Grindells Hut in the distance and the trail starts heading down from the mountains. Like the ascent, the descent is
also quite gentle. At Grindells Hut there are toilets. We have a rest and look around before making out way back to the junction and
through the Balcanoona Creek trail towards the Weetootla campground.
Walking Distance : Approx 12 kms, 7.5 hours
Accommodation : Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary

DAY 4
Destination

Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary 

Meals included

Breakfast, Lunch

Accommodation

N/A

Today’s walk is quite varied and allows us to discover the geological story of Arkaroola as we explore the different rock surfaces and
gorges with a magnificent hike through Bararanna Gorge.
The terrain starts off uphill on a rocky path, athough it’s not too strenuous. Once we reach the highest point you can see where the
trail contours around the mountain side. There is a lot of slate which looks like perfectly made tiles, it’s quite fascinating.
The trail starts heading down hill and there are some incredible views of distant mountain ranges. We start to walk through some
vegetation and soon head down a small creek and into the actual gorge.
We take care climbing down here as the path goes over some very awkward and large boulders. We continue following this creek
bed. The path is rocky, sand and sometimes on slabs. Once you get down into the gorge the path weaves in and out through large
boulders. The steep sides of the gorge come into view and it's spectacular.
We follow the gorge for a little while and come across Stubbs waterhole. This is a scenic area with huge walls of the gorge directly
behind it make it a photographers dream. The track continues around through the creek bed and there are some large boulders to
maneuver over and around. Near the end of the trail we walk up a steep hill and over the other side and can then see where we
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started.
There is such a variation in this walk, you get to see a lot and walk on all different types of terrain which is fascinating.
Optional extra: Tonight there is an opportunity to join on an astronomy tour. (Guest expense $40 approx.)
Walking Distance : Approx 7.5kms, 4 hours
Accommodation : Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary

DAY 5
Destination

Arkaroola  Marree

Meals included

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Accommodation

N/A

We have breakfast, pack up and depart Arkaroola to venture into the heart of Australia's outback.
We stop in Farina and enjoy a bun if the bakery is open, otherwise we will provide morning tea. We then have a short walk to visit the
ruins. We wander through the streets looking at the old post office, police station, pub and then head over to the railway lines and on
toward the cemetery.
After a little bit of driving the road turns to dirt. Just before you come into Marree you will see a stone statue of a man. It’s a good
opportunity to stop here and get a photo.
Walking Duration : Approx 2kms, 1.5 hours
Accommodation : Marree Oasis Holiday Park cabins

DAY 6
Destination

Marree  Lake Eyre

Meals included

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Accommodation

N/A

Call 1300 31 44 61 Email support@travelspree.com.au

www.travelspree.com.au

Page 5

TOUR ITINERARY
Today we head north and visit the iconic Lake Eyre. There is a small uphill walk of about 200 metres. Once we reach the top you will
see a large expanse of white salt flat that continues into the distance - Lake Eyre.
We spend lots of time taking photos and after your visit here you can say that you’ve walked at Lake Eyre! A unique and rare
experience.
We then return to Muloorina for a toilet stop and have lunch by a waterhole. The afternoon is open for flights or a town walk to take
in the some historical sites.
Scenic flight – optional extra (guest expense) – 45min flight cost approx. $280pp.
Walking Distance : 1km
Accommodation: Maree Oasis Holiday Park cabin

DAY 7
Destination

Marree  The Bluff  Almerta

Meals included

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Accommodation

N/A

We pack up and begin our journey south to Almerta Station stopping at Prairie Hotel to explore this unique and interesting outback
hotel. Once we reach Almerta Station we stretch our legs on one of the station walks.
The Bluff walk is a great one. We follow the ridgeline up the hill alongside the cliff edge until we reach the summit. We do a loop and
walk back down enjoying more views on the other side. Keep you eyes out for wedge-tailed eagles on this walk.
There are more walks at Almerta that we can explore depending on time.
Walking Distance : Approx 3kms, 2 hours
Accommodation : Almerta Station or similar
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DAY 8
Destination

Almerta  Alligator Gorge   Adelaide

Meals included

Breakfast

Accommodation

N/A

We pack up and head south stopping for a circuit hike along the full length of Alligator Gorge, including the Narrows and the
Terraces.
The trail starts as a steep downhill descent with rock slabs as stairs. There are handrails which will come in handy. After descending
the stairs we follow the track to the terraces.
The trail follows the creek bed on a mixture of sand and dirt soil on uneven terrain. After reaching the terraces, care needs to be taken
on the slippery rock surface. There are many obstacles to climb over and the track is undulating.
After approximately 2 kms the track starts ascending and contours around the mountain. The track is much more even here with no
rocks or boulders to navigate. After reaching the top it winds around to a 4wd track and we follow this road back towards the carpark
and Blue Gum track. At Blue Gum carpark there are toilets.
From here we head back down the gorge and into the narrows. The tall sides of the gorge are incredibly dramatic and it’s a lovely
place to walk through. Finally we reach the terraces and the staircase we came down at the start. Luckily there are some seats along
the way for a breather heading back up!
We aim to have you back in Adelaide around 5pm.
Walking Distance : Approx 10kms, 4 hours

Call 1300 31 44 61 Email support@travelspree.com.au

www.travelspree.com.au

Page 7

TOUR ITINERARY
Inclusions
INCLUSIONS

Small group of 10 or less
Guided walks each day with experienced guides
7 nights accommodation
Return group transfer departing and returning to Adelaide
Magnificent walking and sightseeing
Two-course dinners, lunches, continental breakfasts, fresh fruit, trail mix, tea/coffee and
other non alcoholic beverages
Meals included: 7 breakfast, 7 lunch, 6 dinner

Fine Print
HOW TO BOOK & PAYMENTS

Deposit & Payments
A deposit of $100 is due at time of booking.
Final payment is due 60 days prior to travel.
Booking Process
'Sign Up' first by entering your email and creating a password
Then select the red 'Book now' tab of the tour you have selected
Select your Departure Date, Number of Passengers, Room Configuration, any Upgrade
Options, and enter any Special Requests
Click the red ‘Proceed to Secure Checkout' tab
Enter your credit card or PayPal details to secure your deposit/payment. You may also pay via
BPAY (not available within 70 days of departure)
Once your order is complete, you will be prompted to complete a Booking Form so that we
can fulfil your booking
Once your order is complete, you will be prompted to complete a Booking Form so that we
can fulfil your booking
Your booking will be confirmed within 48 hours on completing your booking form. If your
booking cannot be confirmed, a full refund of the payment will be provided.
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EXCLUSIONS

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Personal Expenses
Travel Insurance
Optional activities
Anything not mentioned in the itinerary or optional

Single Supplement
A single supplement is available on all nights of this trip from an extra $500 subject to availability.

Children
Our guest rooms can accommodate 1 child under the age of 12 years using existing bedding at no
additional charge with a parent or guardian.

Check In
2.00 pm

Check Out
11.00 am
Tour Documentation
Final documentation will be provided approximately 30 days prior to travel.
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PREPARING FOR YOUR TREK

Most healthy adult can participate in a Park Trek walking holiday. If you can walk upwards of
15 kilometres or more in a day, carrying a lightweight day pack, you will find our tours totally
achievable.
While we typically walk on well forged walking tracks, the quality and degree of difficulty
can vary greatly. You may find some tracks rocky and lumpy underfoot, soft and sandy, or
muddy and slippery.
Sometimes there is the need to negotiate obstacles such as fallen trees, sections of scree or
steep steps.
Ensure you come along with, not only the right footwear, rain gear and clothing, but also the
right frame of mind!
What you need to bring
Clothing for the duration of the trip
A comfortable pair of walking shoes (runners or flat-soled shoes will not suffice except as
something you can wear after a day’s activity)
Toiletries and any personal medication.
Walking poles with a telescopic arm (if you are comfortable with using these).
Other items relevant to specific trips will be detailed in trip notes sent to you prior to travel.
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